Marengo is an incredible ride that is fun and for a great cause.  Understand you are in a swamp and this ride is a loop except for the 1st ½ mile.  Only one-way in and one-way out.  It can be a very bad experience if you do not prepare for it.  So with that in mind - I recommend the following things at a minimum for a better experience.

1. Pre-register.  The lines will be long anyway, last thing you want to do is stop and fill out paperwork.  The application is on our website. You need one pre-registration ($15) per 4-wheeler.  You can register at the gate, however, you will be in a long wait line to purchase this, when you could be riding.
2. Get the one-day license and DO NOT FORGET IT.  You will be turned around and sent back.  You cannot get this at the ride.  The stamp was $5.50 last year.  You can call ahead for your one day "Wild LA Stamp", the number is 1-888-765-2602 and have your credit card ready ask for a one day hunting & fishing stamp for BOEUF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA. (Tell the operator how much it costs and that will help them find it).  If, forgotten to get the license for the one day, it can be purchased at Wal-mart for $2.00!!
3. FILL your quads with gas - bring extra gallon or two if you intend to play much.  Heck, bring extra gas anyway.  In 2004 gas was a huge issue.

4. Go to Kmart or wal-mart and buy a 1 to 2 gallon garden sprayer - fill it with water and bungee it to your quad.  This will allow you to clean your face and hands during the ride - if any of your quads are liquid cooled, it gives you a way to clean the radiator.  If you have to work on your quad, it can help clean the mud off.  

5. Put everything in Ziplocs.  Bring extra gallon size zip locks for the shirts they sell at the start of the ride (they tend to sell out before they day is out).  Bring some hand towels to dry your hands and wipe things off.

6. Bring some water to drink - Marengo is generally VERY hot and muggy and I have seen folks get heat stroke.  Water or gator aid is good to have.  Cokes are not enough.
7. Somebody bring a first aid kit, snake bit kit - you are a long way in a swamp.

8. Carry your radios and use the club channel in the event of an emergency.  Be aware of your mile marker.  Cell phones will not work.  Try to use them mostly for emergency/safety purposes and locating people riding with you.
9. Put at least 5 or 6 psi in your tires - something very common at Marengo is tires coming off rims - they tend to get knocked off because you slide so much - that is the slickest stuff I have ever seen when wet.  And it sticks to everything.

10. Tire plug kit!!!!!! Or 2 or 3 or 4….  
11. If anyone has a small air compressor or flat fix kit - bring them - a tire off the rim 8 miles from the parking lot is not a lot of fun.  CO2 canisters work great!  A ratchet strap can help put a tire back on the rim with an air compressor or CO2 canister!!!
12. Get club shirts so you can recognize each other (do not use white - use red).  There were over 4500+ 4 wheelers there last year and all of us are going through an area less than 100 yards wide - you will get separated from your group sooner or later.  We generally make a plan to stop every mile or so and meet back up.  We also carry talkabouts, channel 3. To help us keep in contact and to get help to each other if we need it.

13. Use a high grade synthetic oil to keep your ATV from overheating.

14. Bring some basic tools for the quads.

15. Bring towropes.

16. The ride can be as easy or as hard as you want to make it - the middle will be impossible.  You just have to pick the go-arounds you want and go left or right of the really bad stuff.

17. Most folks that like to play in the mud - jump right into the first mud hole they come to... I would recommend you not do that - there is 17 miles of nothing but mud - don't wear yourself out to start with.  It is a hard ride and you will be tired at the end.   I don't know how your quads are set up, but you can easily stick a big quad running 28" outlaws here - over and over.  I guess I'm just recommending that you pace yourself - there is plenty of mud.

18. Plan on stopping at suicide hole for a little while - it is fun to watch... for that matter - the whole ride is fun to watch.

19. Try to get there early (by 7 or 7:30)- there will be huge lines.  We generally go past the entrance to the ride and park at the end of the paved road on the left, but you can park wherever you want.  We try to be on the trail by 8 and it takes us till 3:30 or 4:00 to finish the ride.  
20. Bring a cheap dust mask and goggles for the ride out.  There is a gravel road several miles long that is a dust pit at the end of the day and it is miserable to ride out without the mask and goggles.

21. Wear hats - this mud contracts when it dries and will pull hairs like you would not believe (arms and legs too). Ladies, shave!
22. They always have drinks and burgers at the end of the ride, so bring a few $$$ if you want one.  Most folks stop for their official Marengo t-shirt at the beginning of the ride. Take a gallon size zip lock bag to store your t-shirt.
23. Do not under any circumstances bring alcohol or a firearm - it is a "go to jail immediately" thing.

24. Most folks are very helpful during the ride - and there are rangers that in on the ride as well.

25. Bring waterproof disposable camera's

26. Bring extra cloths and garbage bags to put your riding cloths in at the end of the ride.

27. There is a wash off spot (bayou) at one point during the ride and at the end of the ride - you can't take your quad into the water at the end of the ride, but you can take your quad seat.
*** All pricing and rules are subject to change, please check with BOEUF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA and Wish-I-Could of Nela for actual pricing.
